
Ks4 Exam Preparation and 
Study Skills

Wednesday 1st October 



Agenda

• General Overview – Mr. Mason

• Science – Mr. Davies

• English – Mr. Vallender

• Religious Studies – Miss. Baggaley

• Mathematics – Mr. Allen

 



Why?













Mr A. Davies
Head of Science

 



science revision – The course
To find the specification for the courses:

• Triple Science = AQA GCSE Biology / Chemistry / Physics

• Core Science = AQA GCSE Combined: Trilogy

Every student will sit six exams. Paper 1 & Paper 2 for each 
of the sciences.



The Marathon
Exam Date

Biology paper 1 11th May 2027

Chemistry paper 1 17th May 2027

Physics paper 1 25th May 2027

Biology paper 2 10th June 2027

Chemistry paper 2 15th June 2027

Physics paper 2 18th June 2026



Topics

Biology Paper 1

• Cell Biology

• Organisation

• Infection and response

• Respiration

• Photosynthesis

Biology Paper 2

• Homeostasis & response

• Inheritance, variation & 
evolution

• Ecology



Ppe schedule

• Year 10 PPE June 27 = Modified Paper 1

• Year 11 PPE Nov 26 = Full Paper 1

• Year 11 PPE March 27 = Full or modified Paper 2



Science ESA

- Command Words
- Checklists 
- Equations 
- Required Practicals 
- Key Themes
- Knowledge Retrieval 
- Knowledge Application 



sPARX Science
• One homework set 

per week on a 

Wednesday.

• Students should be 

completing 100% of 
questions and it 

should take 
approximately 45 
mins to complete.

• Lunch time session on a Wednesday to catch up with 
incomplete homework.



Flashcards



Required practicals
For every paper there are a number of required practicals.

Questions on these practicals make up at least 15% of total 
marks.

Students need to know:

• The method

• The variables (Independent, dependent, control)

• Safety aspects



Exam questions
Knowledge is brilliant but application is key.

Students will be seeing exam questions in lessons and in 
PPE’s but the more practice the better.

There are a number of brilliant free websites that 

students can use which provide revision material and 

exam questions.

www.physicsandmathstutor.com

www.aqa.org.uk 

http://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


Revision Guides 

The ones we recommend are:

- AQA GCSE Combined Science Trilogy: Collins All-in-one 

- AQA GCSE Biology/ Chemistry/ Physics: Collins All-in-one 

s-l960.webp



Mr N. Vallender
Head of English

Associate Assistant Headteacher
 





How to use the English esa



Why the Esa?

• Written by senior examiners
• Quality assured
• Impact on grades



The journey….



Agency works



Agency works



Agency works



Agency works



Agency works



Other ways…



How and when to revise?



Mock

Home

School



Grade 7





What should be happening now?

Year 11Year 10

Blood Brother quotes:
• Mickey
• Edward
• Mrs Johnstone
• Mrs Lyons

Macbeth quotes:
• Lady Macbeth
• Narrative story



Miss J. Baggaley 
Head of Religious Studies

 



End goal - aqa GCSE religious studies a 

Thursday 13th May 2027 Friday 21th May 2027



A map to success



ESA + Homework booklets



Paper 1 - the study of religions 



Paper 2 - thematic studies 



End points - A checklist  



How do we reach these end points? 

Knowledge           retrieval practice

Learning is not about putting information in, but about pulling it out - over time and in varied ways. 



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 
Focus on pulling knowledge out - not reading it in. Quiz definitions and quotes from memory. 



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 
Use the question pages as ready-made quiz material. Don’t give the answer immediately - let 
your child struggle briefly to remember (this strengthens memory).



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 



Knowledge - retrieval - practice 
Encourage them to complete past paper questions using the correct structure outlined on the 
cheat sheet. This supports exam resilience and conditioning. 



ESA - trust the process



A map to success - Use it! 



Mr r. allen
Head of Maths

Associate Assistant Headteacher
 



Things WE AGREE Never To Say AGAIN:

“I was never any good at Maths”

“I didn’t like Maths (or possibly… my Maths teacher) at 
School”

“Look at (Insert celebrity or vague relation) they’ve done 
really well without Maths”

“I found Maths really difficult when I was at school”



Mathematics paper 1: Friday 14th May 2027
Non-Calculator (80 marks)

Mathematics paper 2: Thursday 27th May 2027
Calculator (80 marks)

Mathematics paper 3: Monday 14th June 2027
Calculator (80 marks)

All exams have a duration of 90 minutes.



How to revise

The only way to revise Maths is to do more maths!







Year 10

Embrace the system:

• Assessment lesson fortnightly – work towards this

• Individualised SPARX homework's set to help you improve

• Fortnightly written homework – Do it to the best of your ability 
and well ahead of the deadline

• Believe in your book!



Resilience

Structure

Self-Belief

Repetition



Mr S. Mason
Assistant Headteacher
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