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• A very important transition in education
• Not something that Year 9 have just started thinking about – well 

informed
• The choices and decisions your son/daughter makes now will 

affect their future and career paths
• This needs to be taken very seriously 
• Enjoy researching potential subjects and careers



Key Dates
Monday 9th March - Options Week Assemblies

Thursday 12th March - Options Evening and Website Live

Wednesday 25th  March - Year 9 Options Assembly

Ongoing careers interviews – Career Connect (Tuesdays)

Monday 23rd March (Two-Weeks) - Options focus in PD lessons

Thursday 2nd April - Option form submission deadline (digital)

Friday 1st May - Option choices confirmed by letter

Thursday 3rd September - Year 10 GCSE lessons begin (GCSE Exams 2028)



Core Subjects 
The core curriculum subjects that all students will study are:

• English Language GCSE

• English Literature GCSE

• Mathematics GCSE

• GCSE Combined Science (Triple award for some students)

• Religious Studies GCSE

• Core PE (Not examined) 
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What are Vocational Qualifications?

Vocational qualifications are work related 
qualifications providing a more practical approach to 
learning alongside a key theoretical background.

• BTEC

• Cambridge Nationals

• WJEC Award 

 



Vocational vs GCSE 
Assessment:

• GCSEs: Focus on the exams at the end of Year 11, limited coursework. 
Grades 9-1

• Vocational: A mix of coursework, practical assessments and generally one 
external exam. Grades Distinction* - Pass

Focus:
• GCSEs: Academic and theoretical, preparing students for exams.
• Vocational: Academic and theoretical, hands-on, practical learning with real 

world applications.

Progression:
• Both pathways are equivalent to one GCSE.
• Both lead to further education, apprenticeships, or employment.
• Vocational courses align closely with specific career routes.



Benefits of vocational subjects

• Engaging for Practical Learners

• Career Ready Skills

• Builds Confidence

• Flexible Pathways

• Relevant Experience

 



Vocational subjects for 2026-2028

• BTEC Performing Arts (Drama)

• BTEC Performing Arts (Dance)

• BTEC Enterprise

• BTEC Health and Social Care

• BTEC Travel and Tourism

• WJEC Hospitality and Catering

• Cambridge National in Sport Science
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Triple Science and Computer Science
• Very demanding courses

• Significant terminal exams

• Large volume of curriculum content

• We want our students to enjoy their subjects but also be 
successful in them

• Not for everybody

• Access assessments for students to demonstrate the 
suitability of the qualification to support student decisions

• Take place the week beginning 20th April 2026







Possible combinations…
Student 1 – Geography (A),  Spanish (B),  Travel (C)

Student 2 – History (A),  Drama (B),  Music (C)

Student 3 – Geography (A), French (B), History (C) 

Student 4 – Geography (A), Computer Science (B), DT (C) 

Student 5 – History (A), Sport (B), Art (C)

Student 6 – History (A), Enterprise  (B), DT (C)

Student 7 – Geography (A), Dance (B), Sport (C)

Student 8 – Geography (A), DT (B), Triple Science (C)



Will I get my option choices?
• We will do our best to give students the option subjects 

they have chosen

• We ask students to also select a reserve option choice

• Where groups have very low numbers of students opting 
for them, we may not be able to run the subject

• Both student and parents will be consulted about 
reserve/alternative choices

What if I can’t pick the combination of subjects I 
wanted to do?

Friday 1st May – Option choices confirmed by letter

 



Guidance from past students

• Do something you enjoy – 5 hours fortnightly

• Don’t choose something just because your friends 
are 

• Don’t choose a subject because you like the 
teacher 

• Think about picking a subject with a practical 
element - variety in learning that is not just 
theoretical

• Choose subjects you are good at – stepping stones

 



What if you are unsure about a future 
career or further study?

• Options section on the school website – text link

• Options booklet (Hard copy tonight) – Read the information

• University of Chester – Option choices explained

• Subject Assemblies – What interested you?

• Year 9 Options Assembly 

• Subject experts here tonight – Ask Questions

• Farina Cahm - Careers Connect 





Enjoy it!
• Enjoy continuing to investigate and research your 

option choices 

• Review all the information on the Options section 
of the school website

• Discuss Option choices with teachers in school

• Ask for an additional careers interview – email 
Farina Farina.Cahm@careerconnect.org.uk

mailto:Farina.Cahm@careerconnect.org.uk
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