
England’s Medieval Mystery Cycle Plays

Pageant Wagons

Access Vocabulary

Characterisation                      Staging
Tableau Vivant                         Rituals
Pageant wagon                        Religious beliefs
Morals                                       Heaven & Hell
Gesture                                     Symbolism

What is a ritual?
A series of actions that 
are performed or carried 
out according to the 
customs of a particular 
group, culture, society

What is a Guild?

What is symbolism?

Rehearsal / Performance / Evaluate: 



What stage are you at?

What is a guild and why are they important in Mystery 
Cycle plays?

What is a story board? Explain when, how and why 
you could use one.

Explain why particular Guilds would be given certain 
stories to tell.

Explain how gesture would be used differently to body 
language when creating a ritual

What is role play?
Name a ‘Guild’ and a possible story they could be 
given
What drama skills could you use to create a ‘ritual’?
What is the difference between direct audience 
address and thought tracking?


