
In Memory Of Temiloluwa Abimbola 

Temi first played basketball for Boteler in the 2007/8 season as a Y10 squad 

player. By the time he reached year 11 he had both experience and technical 

skill to go with his exceptional physical ability and speed which made him one 

of the top players in a highly successful Boteler team. When he tragically lost 

his life in the summer of 2009, the players and I held our own special short 

service in the middle of court one in the Ball Hall at Friday training. The 

following is a written version of what I said on that occasion and reflects the 

respect and affection we all had for Temi. 

“This has been a memorable season in many ways. We have had the largest 

squad of players ever assembled, each member playing for at least Ball Hall 

league team, which has undoubtedly helped raise the standard of performance 

to a level as high as I can remember. We scored the highest number of points 

ever by a Boteler team in a league match and recorded our biggest margin of 

victory by beating Padgate 117-11. There are more players involved in 

competition than ever in the past and we achieved our best league position 

since re-entering the local schools’ league.” 

 “When the season started I could never have imagined I would be standing 

here talking to you like this because we had lost a player. This has been an 

awful week for us all and I wasn’t sure if we should cancel our training session 

tonight but now we’re all here I know it was the right thing for us to get 

together and pay our own special tribute to Temi. All week in school people 

have been remembering him and grieving in their own way, including your 

selves, but this is the place which has the strongest memories for us as a team. 

This is where you all played with and against him, watched him make those 

rebounds and interceptions which seemed impossible and celebrated with him 

in victory.” 

“Temi did things in the game in a way we can all learn from. He looked after his 

fitness, always gave maximum effort at both ends of the court, never accepted 

defeat until the final whistle and played to win but was gracious in defeat. By 

following his example we will honour his memory and become better players.” 

 



“Temi’s funeral is next week. I know many of you will be there and as a gesture 

of respect there will be no training after school. I don’t know where Temi is 

now, none of us do, it’s one of life’s mysteries. But wherever he is, if there’s a 

basketball court, he’ll be out there with his flashing smile and a new pair of 

trainers playing with the best! When the buzzer goes we’ll have a minute’s 

silence, then on my whistle straight into right hand layups. Tonight’s training is 

dedicated to Temi, so let’s give it our best shot.” 

                                                Hugh Chambers, Boteler Basketball Coach 

 

  

 

 


